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occupies or knowingly allows the occupancy of a building or structure 
so posted shall be guilty of a Class 3 misdemeanor. 

(2) If the owner fails to comply with an order to remove or demolish the 
nonresidential building or structure, the governing body may adopt an 
ordinance ordering the public officer to proceed to effectuate the 
purpose of this section with respect to the particular property or 
properties that the public officer found to be jeopardizing the health or 
safety of its occupants or members of the general public. No ordinance 
shall be adopted to require demolition of a nonresidential building or 
structure until the owner has first been given a reasonable opportunity 
to bring it into conformity with the minimum standards established by 
the governing body. The property or properties shall be described in 
the ordinance. The ordinance shall be recorded in the office of the 
register of deeds and shall be indexed in the name of the property 
owner or owners in the grantor index. Following adoption of an 
ordinance, the public officer may cause the building or structure to be 
removed or demolished.  

(g) Action by Governing Body Upon Abandonment of Intent to Repair. – If the 
governing body has adopted an ordinance or the public officer has issued an order 
requiring the building or structure to be repaired or vacated and closed and the building 
or structure has been vacated and closed for a period of two years pursuant to the 
ordinance or order, the governing body may make findings that the owner has 
abandoned the intent and purpose to repair, alter, or improve the building or structure 
and that the continuation of the building or structure in its vacated and closed status 
would be inimical to the health, safety, and welfare of the municipality in that it would 
continue to deteriorate, would create a fire or safety hazard, would be a threat to 
children and vagrants, would attract persons intent on criminal activities, or would cause 
or contribute to blight and the deterioration of property values in the area. Upon such 
findings, the governing body may, after the expiration of the two-year period, enact an 
ordinance and serve such ordinance on the owner, setting forth the following: 

(1) If the cost to repair the nonresidential building or structure to bring it 
into compliance with the minimum standards is less than or equal to 
fifty percent (50%) of its then current value, the ordinance shall 
require that the owner either repair or demolish and remove the 
building or structure within 90 days; or 

(2) If the cost to repair the nonresidential building or structure to bring it 
into compliance with the minimum standards exceeds fifty percent 
(50%) of its then current value, the ordinance shall require the owner 
to demolish and remove the building or structure within 90 days. 

In the case of vacant manufacturing facilities or vacant industrial warehouse facilities, 
the building or structure must have been vacated and closed pursuant to an order or 
ordinance for a period of five years before the governing body may take action under 
this subsection. The ordinance shall be recorded in the office of the register of deeds in 
the county wherein the property or properties are located and shall be indexed in the 
name of the property owner in the grantor index. If the owner fails to comply with the 
ordinance, the public officer shall effectuate the purpose of the ordinance. 

(h) Service of Complaints and Orders. – Complaints or orders issued by a public 
officer pursuant to an ordinance adopted under this section shall be served upon persons 
either personally or by registered or certified mail so long as the means used are 


